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United responses for unprecedented times
The rapidly evolving Covid-19 pandemic is presenting the global
community with unprecedented challenges; challenges that disregard
frontiers and demand a unique international response and crossborder cooperation.
In the last days, major conferences have been postponed to save lives,
and minimise impact. The 64th session of the Commission on the Status
of Women, is one of the conferences which was scaled back. At the
same time this wise decision was taken, António Guterres, SecretaryGeneral of the UN, delivered a poignant speech acknowledging the
need for equality between women and men to extend beyond
important, yet stereotypical issues.
Mr. Guterres’ remarks illustrate how women in government positions drive social progress and bring
meaningful change directly into people’s lives, in addition to highlighting how the participation of women in
politics improves the overall success of institutions.
Now, more than ever, dialogue and exchange of experiences is key. WPL wishes to rea irm its unwavering
commitment to making the Women Political Leaders Summit at the UN a milestone achievement within a
year of extraordinary significance. 2020 marks the 25th anniversary of the Beijing Conference on Women,
hence it is paramount that we collectively redouble our e orts in support of women’s rights across the
board. Now, more than ever, it’s time to look toward a “Plan W” a plan that engages Women Political
Leaders to create the kind of world envisioned by the SDGs. The Women Political Summit 2020 will provide
the opportunity to outline such a plan.
Last month, the United Nations launched the Decade of Action campaign to achieve the Sustainable
Development Goals – the blueprint for partnership with governments to build peaceful, prosperous and
inclusive societies on a healthy planet. WPL is determined to make the Decade of Action a success by
building strong communities between women politicians at the Women Political Leaders Summit 2020.
Be strong, let’s join our e orts to find united responses to unprecedented challenges.
- Silvana Koch-Mehrin, Founder & President of the Women Political Leaders
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Achieving equality is everybody’s business

To help ensure a long overdue acceleration of progress toward achieving equal status and
opportunities for women globally, WPL used International Women’s Day 2020 to call on both
female and male leaders to a ect change.
Read more

Bringing chairs to the Munich Security Conference 2020

At MSC 2020, WPL highlighted the vital contributions of female political leaders to the defense
and security sector, in addition to underscoring the harsh reality that there is still ample work
to be done to fully implement UN Security Council resolution 1325 on women and peace and
security.
Read more

Online abuse is not personal, don’t shy away

There is an inclination to believe that online abuse or attacks are personal. But the discussions
at the WPL-OECD session in Paris, as well as survey's findings, show that cyber violence is a
structural and endemic phenomenon that targets women in particular.
Read more

Introducing recently-appointed WPL Country Ambassadors
WPL Country Ambassador for Moldova
Member of the Parliament of the Republic of Moldova since
2014, Ms. Marina Radvan currently sits on the commission for
culture, education, research, youth, sports, and media.
Previously, she served as president of the Youth Wing of the
PSRM: "Young Guard" from 2013 till 2014.

WPL Country Ambassador for Myanmar
Since 2012 Daw Su Su Lwin is the incumbent Member of House of
Representatives of Myanmar and Chief of Parliamentary A airs.
She previously served as Chairperson of the International
Relations Committee of the same House and was the first lady
of Myanmar in 2016 until 2018. Specialised in education
programs, Ms. Su Su Lwin contributed to the Myanmar’s
Education Research Bureau and UNICEF and founded a local
NGO engaged in education, early childhood care, and
development programs.
WPL Country Ambassador for Romania
Senator Alina-Ștefania Gorghiu, is Vice-President & Member of
the Senate of Romania since 2018. Arbitrator at the International
Court of Arbitration, she also held di erent positions in public
service; she is member of the Romanian Chamber of Deputies
for eight years and member of the Council of Europe since 2013.
Ms. Gorghiu holds a Ph.D. in Law, with a specialisation in Criminal
Law and wrote several books about this topic.

FEATURED

Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, Director-General of the World Health Organization, is calling on
the world to take the WHO Safe Hands Challenge to be ready for Coronavirus. WPL is joining the
#SafeHands challenge and invites you to do the same. Watch the challenge launched by Silvana
Koch-Mehrin!

SAVE THE DATE
March 22

World Water Day

April 7

World Health Day

April 23

International Girls in ICT Day

April 24

Intl. Day of Multilateralism and Diplomacy

June 11-12 - New York, USA

Women Political Leaders Summit 2020

For more information regarding our events please contact: mail@wpleaders.org

You are receiving this email because either:
1) You are a part of the Women Political Leaders Global Forum (WPL) network
2) You subscribed via our website
Want to be removed from our mailing list or update your personal information? Click here.
The Women Political Leaders (WPL) | Sundaborg 5 | 104 Reykjavík | Iceland
Brussels o ice: Boulevard Charlemagne 96 | 1000 Brussels | Belgium
mail@wpleaders.org

